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dates, z>. at three days, are comparatively poor, very often
markedly so, while at seven and twenty-eight days it
develops a much higher rate of increase than usual, and
consequently equals, if it does not exceed, ordinary cement
at those dates. Whether this is due to an inherent quality
of the cement itself, or whether it is due to indifferent
pulverisation, it is difficult to say with certainty, but the
author's experience rather favours the latter view, as he has
frequently found that a short, gritty, badly pulverised
cement will develop a higher Increase between the dates
of testing, than one which is finely ground, and all reduced
practically to an impalpable powder. The inference is that
the grit being less soluble than the powder, it naturally
takes the longer to combine with the water, although it
eventually becomes active,